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auburn locks, the gentlest of living creatures — God in His wisdom, which finite man may not understand, has taken and held safe, lo! these many years.
As an ex-votary of pleasure, Prudence is always more convincing if she can show some remnant of past beauty; so the statuesque regularity of feature the Mestayer family was famous for, told here, and the Prudence of Miss Emily Mestayer was as handsome and heartless a harpy as one ever saw.
Then, too, there were the gorgeous Maude Granger, the ruddy-haired Claxton, and the piratically handsome Rankin; their best opportunities were yet to come to all three. And with that cast Mr. Palmer achieved a great success, with the play that, old then, shows to this day the most astounding vitality.
The only drawback was to be found in its impropriety as an entertainment for the ubiquitous " young person," in the immorality of Camillas life, which was much dwelt upon. Now — oh, the pity of it! — now Camille is, by comparison with modern plays, absolutely staid. It is the adulteries of wives and husbands that the "young person " looks unwinkingly upon to-day. Worse still — the breaking of the Seventh Commandment no longer leads to tragic punishment, as of yore, but the thunders that rolled about Mount Sinai at the promulgation of that awful warning: " Thou shalt not commit adultery! " are answered now by the thunders of laughter that greet the taking in adultery of false wives and husbands in milliners' many-doored rooms, or restaurants' cabinet particu-lier. Alas, that the time should come that this passion for the illicit should so dominate the stage!
One more delightful production at the Union Square Theatre I shared in, and then my regular company days were over.